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The history of mathematics is replete with paradoxes, and 
it may seem that we have yet another paradox, or perhaps a meta- 
paradox, here: the dedication of an issue of Historia Mathematics 
to a historian of physical chemistry and chemical physics. Yet, 
as with many mathematical paradoxes, this one dissolves upon 
closer examination. Erwin N. Hiebert's career as a teacher and 
scholar has been remarkably diverse, and hence it is only natural 
that, of the nearly thirty graduate students he has trained to 
date, four, the contributors to this issue, have focused their 
researches on topics in the history of mathematics. 
Born in Saskatchewan, Canada, on May 27, 1919, Erwin (as 
he is called by all of his students and colleagues) received his 
bachelor's degree from Bethel College, Newton, Kansas, in 1941 
and his first master's degree from the University of Kansas two 
years later. As a research chemist he was drawn into the Man- 
hattan Project (1943-1946), and after the war returned to the 
Institute for the Study of Metals of the University of Chicago 
(1947-1950), where he received his second master's degree in 1949. 
Erwin's fundamental interests were changing during these 
years, however, and it was Farrington Daniels especially who 
recognized the direction they were taking and urged him to pursue 
the history of science at the University of Wisconsin for his 
doctoral studies. He received his Ph.D. degree there in 1954 
with a double major in physical chemistry and history of science-- 
a model that several of his own graduate students would emulate 
in future years. Eventually, after two years as assistant pro- 
fessor of chemistry at San Francisco State College (1952-1955) 
and two as instructor in history of science at Harvard University 
(1955-1957), Erwin returned to Wisconsin where in thirteen years 
(1957-1970) he rose rapidly through the academic ranks, including 
a period as chairman of the department. In 1970 he was appointed 
to his present position as professor of the history of science 
at Harvard University, becoming chairman of the department in 
1977. Along the way he held visiting appointments at the Max- 
Planck Institut fiir Physik in Gijttingen (1954-1955), American 
Scholar in Kabul (Summer 1961), the Institute for Advanced Study 
(1961-1962, 1968-1969), Tiibingen (1964-1965), Jerusalem (1973), 
Bielefeld (1978-1979), and elsewhere. He is a Fellow of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a Member of the Academic Inter- 
national d'Histoire des Sciences. He has served as President 
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of the History of Science Society (1973-1974) and is currently 
Vice President of the Division of the History of Science of the 
International Union for the History and Philosophy of Science. 
As an Associate Editor of the Dictionary of Scientific Biography, 
he was in charge of the chemistry articles. He has been much in 
demand as editor, consultant, and committee member. 
Erwin has made, and continues to make, his distinctive mark 
on the history of science as professor at Wisconsin and Harvard. 
He has pursued a steady personal research program, especially in 
the history, philosophy, and religious ramifications of physical 
science and thought. At the same time, he has attracted and 
supervised an astonishingly large number of graduate students 
in the history of science--far more than anyone else in the pro- 
fession. The demand on him has been so great, in fact, that he 
easily could have increased the number significantly if he had 
not insisted on accepting only those he considered most promising. 
Edward Daub and I invited this group to attend a most enjoyable 
dinner in honor of his forthcoming 60th birthday at the annual 
meeting of the History of Science Society in Madison in October 
1978. The program itself included a session in his honor in 
which almost twenty papers were presented, including preliminary 
versions of those appearing in this issue of Historia Mathematics. 
Apart from high promise, Erwin's major selection principle 
has been that his students must possess a high degree of competency 
in the field of science whose history they intend to study. Some, 
of course, ultimately chose to analyze fundamentally philosophical, 
sociological, or religious dimensions of science in their research. 
In the light of Erwin's own broad intellectual interests, it is 
not surprising that he enthusiastically encouraged such studies 
along with conceptual studies in the history of the physical 
sciences and mathematics. Nonetheless, those who pursued them 
knew that Erwin always has required a thorough understanding of 
the scientific issues and concepts as an essential prerequisite 
for illuminating these broader concerns. 
Why, conversely, have students from physics, chemistry, and 
mathematics been attracted to Erwin in such numbers? Judging 
from the thick packet of warm letters his students presented 
to him at the dinner mentioned above, it appears that my own 
reasons have been typical. Thus, when I came to Erwin as a 
graduate student at Wisconsin, I had a fairly definite picture 
in my mind as to what I wished to do, namely, study in detail 
the evolution of a particular concept in the history of recent 
physics. It became immediately apparent to me after talking with 
Erwin that not only would he allow me the freedom to carry such 
a project through, but he would enthusiastically and actively 
support it. The intellectual openness he immediately and in- 
tuitively displayed to me turned out to be one of his hallmarks. 
I will testify, along with all of his students, that his seminars 
rank at the top of my experiences as a graduate student. Further- 
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more, everyone, students and colleagues alike, recognizes Erwin's 
remarkable qualities. Since leaving Wisconsin our paths have 
joined in many ways, and I have observed time and time again the 
admiration and respect he commands, irrespective of social, dis- 
ciplinary, or idealogical boundaries. He is at ease with people 
in all walks of life. 
On an even more personal note, all of Erwin's friends know 
how profoundly his wife Elfrieda and children Cathy, Margaret, 
and Tom have influenced and sustained him in every dimension of 
his life. To enjoy an outing, dinner or Musikabend with the 
Hieberts is an enormously rewarding and pleasurable experience. 
The traffic through their house, in fact, comes from all corners 
of the world, and the warmth that emanates from the Hieberts' 
hearth and hearts never leaves their visitors. 
This issue of Historia Mathematics represents but one ex- 
pression of his students' deep affection for Erwin and his family. 
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